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Topline Updates

• Congressional negotiators worked through the weekend to develop a compromise 

agreement for the House and Senate to consider this week on replenishing the PPP. 

• House Leaders notified Members of that body that there will be a session on 

Wednesday - indicating that a floor vote will be likely once the final measure makes 

it to the House for consideration.

• Senate Leaders indicated that their negotiations continued; however, progress had 

stalled over how the additional monies set aside for testing will be disbursed. The 

Senate Leader asked for consent to setup a Pro Forma session for tomorrow, April 21st 

at 4:00 P.M. indicating a continued intent to develop a compromise.

• Despite the delays, we believe that the House and Senate will reach a solution and a 

final package will be signed into law this week.

• All HBS COVID-19 Federal Response Updates can be found by clicking here.

Coronavirus Case Update1

1 As of 5:00 PM, April 20, 2020; https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html

Total Cases 
4.17.20

Total Cases 
4.20.20

Change from  
Last Update

Total 
Recovered

Total 
Deaths

Global 2,204,511 2,463,357 + 258,846 644,262 168,906

United States 679,374 778,176 + 98,802 70,337 35,012
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Testing Details Stall Interim Appropriations Deal

Negotiations between Democrats and the Trump administration on a deal to replenish a small business 

aid program and assist hospitals spilled into Monday as both sides raced to put together a package that 

Congress could approve this week.

While no official details of the package have been officially released, information from all parties involved in 

the negotiations indicate the following:

• Unlike the original proposal of $251 billion, the negotiated COVID-19 Phase 3.5 bill will reach nearly 

$500 billion in interim funding;

• Democrats and Republicans are still navigating a disagreement over the formula to distribute health-

care aid to the states;

• The tapped out Paycheck Protection Program will include a $310 billion infusion to help small 

businesses keep workers on their payrolls;

• An additional $50- $60 billion will be included for SBA’s separate Economic Injury Disaster Loan 

program; 

• Hospitals will see an additional $75 billion in funding with a significant portion aimed at those in 

rural areas; 

• Virus testing will be included in the measure with an appropriation of $25 billion;

• Despite bipartisan agreement that certain aspects of the CARES Act need to be fixed, as we have 

reported in the past, those “fixes” will be carried over for discussion in the Phase 4 bill; and

• There is no additional funding for state and local governments, nor are there any funding increases 

to the maximum monthly Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefit by 15 percent, as 

Democrats originally sought.

Since an agreement was not hammered out during today’s Senate pro forma session, Senate Majority Leader 

McConnell called for an additional pro forma session tomorrow to provide time for all parties to conclude 

negotiations.

It is our understanding that the largest disagreements being discussed at this point center around the $25 

billion being discussed for testing programs. For instance, policy makers are debating which agency -- the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or the National Institutes of Health -- should oversee this $25 

billion account.

All sides have indicated that they are close to a deal. President Donald Trump was cautiously optimistic 

about breaking the deadlock in place all of last week as the Paycheck Protection Program ran through its 

entire $349 billion in funding.

Additionally, some factions in Congress continue to press for more concessions in the bill – including aid 

for state and local governments. At the end of the day, all parties agree that this is an interim funding 

measure and negotiations over aid for state and local governments, changes to policies with unintended 

consequences included in the CARES Act and additional funding should be saved for the debate over a more 

comprehensive COVID-19 Phase 4 bill.

We believe that a final package and replenishment agreement will be enacted into law this week.
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Senators Menendez and Cassidy Announce Bipartisan Deal  
for States and Communities 

U.S. Senators Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) and Bill Cassidy, M.D. (R-La.) today announced a major bipartisan 

breakthrough to deliver critical, federal resources to the states and communities on the frontlines of the 

COVID-19 fight. Legislation, the senators will formally introduce when the Senate reconvenes includes a 

$500B stabilization fund in line with bipartisan request made by nation’s governors. The bipartisan plan 

would ensure every state gets additional support, while focusing federal resources to areas with the greatest 

need according to the Senators. 

Specifically, the Menendez/Cassidy Bill will create a $500 billion fund to help states and local governments 

respond to the current public health and economic crisis, while maintaining essential services. The bipartisan 

State and Municipal Aid for Recovery and Transition (SMART) Fund builds upon the existing $150 billion set 

aside in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act to help states and local governments. 

The proposal will expand eligibility to include counties and towns with populations of 50,000 or greater—the 

current threshold is 500,000—ensures every eligible entity receives additional funding, increases flexibility 

for states and local governments to use the funds to plug revenue losses due to the COVID-19 outbreak, and 

targets additional funding toward coronavirus hot zones to combat the pandemic head-on. The authorization 

is in line with requests made by the National Governors Association (NGA), to help support state and local 

government efforts to fight the pandemic. These funds can be used to help meet the current demand while 

helping communities transition towards reopening by expanding testing and contact tracing, providing 

additional resources to residents, local hospitals, small businesses and schools. 

The SMART Fund would deliver funding to state and local governments, U.S. territories and the District 

of Columbia in three equal tranches based upon a new formula that takes into consideration areas of the 

country with the greatest need:

1. One-third to eligible entities based on population size to ensure they each receive additional federal 

resources to meet their growing needs (Same formula used to disburse the $150 billion state 

stabilization fund created in the CARES Act, but essentially doubles those available funds);

2. One-third to eligible entities based upon the number of COVID-19 cases relative to the U.S. population 

to target the urgent public health challenge; and

3. One-third to eligible entities based upon state revenue losses relative to pre-COVID-19 projections to 

target the urgent economic challenge.
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Important COVID-19 Related Links

• For information on the Department of Education’s CARES Act’s Higher Education Emergency Relief 

Fund, please visit: https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/caresact.html

• For Department of Treasury resources on COVID-19 and Small Business’ Assistance programs, please 

visit: https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/top-priorities/cares-act/assistance-for-small-businesses

• For Department of Treasury resources on the Coronavirus Relief Fund for payments to State, Local, 

and Tribal governments navigating the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak, please visit: https://home.

treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/state-and-local-governments

• For information on the Small Business Administration’s Paycheck Protection Program, click here.

• For information on Unemployment Insurance Program Letter (UIPL) 16-20 providing guidance to 

states for implementation of the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program, click here.

• For more information on UIPLs or previous guidance, please visit: https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/.

• For Department of Labor resources on COVID-19, please visit: https://www.dol.gov/coronavirus.

• For Department of Agriculture resources on COVID-19, please visit: https://www.usda.gov/coronavirus

• For Department of Homeland Security resources on COVID-19, please visit: https://www.dhs.gov/

coronavirus

• For U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement resources on COVID-19, please visit: https://www.

ice.gov/coronavirus

• For Department of State resources on COVID-19, please visit: https://www.state.gov/coronavirus/

• For United States Agency for International Development resources on COVID-19, please visit: https://

www.usaid.gov/coronavirus

• For more information about COVID-19 from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 

please visit: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html.

• For more information about COVID-19 from the National Institutes of Health (NIH), please visit: 

https://www.nih.gov/health-information/coronavirus

• For information on the U.S. Election Assistance Commission’s 2020 HAVA Coronavirus Aid, Relief 

and Economic Security (CARES) Act Grants, please visit: https://www.eac.gov/payments-and-

grants/2020-cares-act-grants
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