
1HBS COVID-19 Updates | April 16, 2020

Topline Updates

• The Small Business Administration on Thursday reached its limit for issuing new 

forgivable small-business loans as Democratic leaders and the Trump administration 

prepared to resume talks over the next COVID-19 relief package. The agency said $339 

billion had been approved for nearly 1.7 million businesses. 

• The Labor Department released another devastating jobless claims report – with new 

applications for unemployment benefits topping 5.2 million for the week that ended 

April 11. That brings the total for the last four weeks to more than 22 million Americans 

out of work.

• When Congress actually returns to Washington, Speaker Pelosi plans to move a 

resolution to formally establish a Coronavirus Select Committee with Majority Whip 

James Clyburn as the Chairman of the Committee. The Committee will oversee the 

$2.3 trillion economic relief package enacted into law late last month – along with any 

other COVID-19 relief packages passed by Congress.

• All HBS COVID-19 Federal Response Updates can be found by clicking here.

Coronavirus Case Update1

1 As of 4:00 PM, April 16, 2020; https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html

Total Cases 
4.15.20

Total Cases 
4.16.20

Change from  
Last Update

Total 
Recovered

Total 
Deaths

Global 2,023,663 2,127,873 + 104,210 537,475 141,454

United States 614,482 629,264 + 14,782 47,763 26,708
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Phase 3.5 Talks Fail to Net Results, Meaning Negotiations will Continue into 
Next Week

At approximately 8:45 AM this morning, the Small Business Administration’s Paycheck Protection Program 

(PPP) officially ran out of funding. The agency said $339 billion had been approved for 1.64 million businesses. 

Approximately 700,000 additional applications are in limbo and cannot be processed at this time.

Congress continued negotiations today and it is anticipated that a shot of funding - to the tune of 

approximately $250 billion - will be infused into the PPP. Republicans are seeking to boost the amount of 

available loans to $600 billion, with an extra $10 billion to pay the lender fees so the full amount can go 

directly to small businesses; however, Democrats have made clear that they want more of the aid to go to 

rural and underserved communities where the smallest firms may not have established relationships with 

big banks that dominate the PPP.

Late today, Senate Majority Leader McConnell stated that “absolutely no progress” had been made on a 

bipartisan agreement since last week. You may recall that the Majority Leader attempted gain consent to add 

another $251 billion to the program and Democrats in the Senate objected. McConnell prefers an approach 

that deals with the SBA funding crunch now and reserves consideration of other programs until a Phase 

4 package is negotiated, since only the PPP has run out of funding thus far. The next time that potential 

action could be taken in the Senate will be on Monday when the body reconvenes for their next pro-forma 

session.

In addition, 103 House lawmakers — 55 Republicans and 48 Democrats — led by Bradley Byrne, R-Ala., and 

Jim Cooper, D-Tenn., urged more money for the loan program and associated cash grants appropriated in 

last month’s $2.3 trillion aid package.  The bipartisan group wrote today that “we would strongly back an 

appropriations request by the Administration to allow the [economic injury disaster loan] program to meet 

the average demand of requests received.”

As we noted earlier this week, while Republicans were pushing for a supplemental infusion of resources 

only in the PPP, Democrats were open to more funding (with conditions) for the PPP and were also pushing 

for an additional $250 billion in aid to states, localities and hospitals, doubling the amount provided in last 

month’s huge relief bill.

With the money for the PPP depleted, there is some hope that the high-level talks between Democrats and 

the Trump administration will result in a deal to pass legislation by unanimous consent.

Finally, the Federal Reserve said it had a facility up and running to extend credit to banks based on the value 

of PPP loans that have been issued. In effect, that preserves the financial institutions’ access to working 

capital to continue making loans, though without more money from Congress to forgive the loans, at least 

temporarily.
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Rules Chairman Recommends Implementing Remote Voting in the House

Earlier today, Rules Committee Chairman James P. McGovern (D-MA) made a presentation to the Democratic 

Caucus today recommending rules changes that would temporarily implement remote voting during the 

coronavirus pandemic.

McGovern stated that such a move will “allow Congress to do its job in an orderly and safe manner during 

this pandemic: temporary, low-tech remote voting.”

Under this plan, Members unable to be in Washington would be allowed (on a temporary basis) to provide 

specific instructions for each vote to a fellow Member who has been authorized to cast those votes on their 

behalf. 

According to the Chairman’s statement, “a Member casting a vote on behalf of another Member would be 

required to have exact direction from that Member on how to vote and would have to follow that direction. 

There would be no ability to give a general proxy. Members would have to direct each and every vote.”

Early in the crisis, the Chairman did not recommend any “high-tech” solutions that were considered due to 

concerns over remote voting in a secure way utilizing technology that is susceptible to hacking or interference 

by foreign bad actors. Recommending proxy voting was one of the techniques discussed that would rely on 

the current voting infrastructure on the House floor. 

The Chairman also announced that “making changes to the standing rules of the House and putting in place 

technology to allow for virtual hearings and markups is complicated and can’t be done overnight. But in the 

meantime, committees can hold briefings and roundtables to continue their work as we continue to work 

with the Committee on House Administration on these issues.”

Additional details on the Chairman’s remote voting recommendation:

• The process would need to be put in place by a House resolution.

• The authority would be temporary and tied to the pandemic.

• Members could vote remotely through fellow Members who are able to be physically present in the 

House chamber and are willing to cast votes on their behalf.

• A Member remaining in their district would transmit (including electronically) a letter to the Clerk 

authorizing another Member to vote on their behalf and providing exact instruction, which must be 

followed, on how that Member should vote for each scheduled vote.

• There would be a process for Members to update their instruction in the case of additional votes, 

including procedural votes.

• A Member in the chamber who has been authorized to cast votes on behalf of another Member has 

no discretion in casting those votes. Without exact instruction on a vote, they could not cast that vote.

• Remote votes through a proxy would count as normal in the vote tally, and count towards achieving 

a quorum.
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Important COVID-19 Related Links

• For information on the Department of Education’s CARES Act’s Higher Education Emergency Relief 

Fund, please visit: https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/caresact.html

• For Department of Treasury resources on COVID-19 and Small Business’ Assistance programs, please 

visit: https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/top-priorities/cares-act/assistance-for-small-businesses

• For Department of Treasury resources on the Coronavirus Relief Fund for payments to State, Local, 

and Tribal governments navigating the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak, please visit: https://home.

treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/state-and-local-governments

• For information on the Small Business Administration’s Paycheck Protection Program, click here.

• For information on Unemployment Insurance Program Letter (UIPL) 16-20 providing guidance to 

states for implementation of the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program, click here.

• For more information on UIPLs or previous guidance, please visit: https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/.

• For Department of Labor resources on COVID-19, please visit: https://www.dol.gov/coronavirus.

• For Department of Agriculture resources on COVID-19, please visit: https://www.usda.gov/coronavirus

• For Department of Homeland Security resources on COVID-19, please visit: https://www.dhs.gov/

coronavirus

• For U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement resources on COVID-19, please visit: https://www.

ice.gov/coronavirus

• For Department of State resources on COVID-19, please visit: https://www.state.gov/coronavirus/

• For United States Agency for International Development resources on COVID-19, please visit: https://

www.usaid.gov/coronavirus

• For more information about COVID-19 from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 

please visit: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html.

• For more information about COVID-19 from the National Institutes of Health (NIH), please visit: 

https://www.nih.gov/health-information/coronavirus

• For information on the U.S. Election Assistance Commission’s 2020 HAVA Coronavirus Aid, Relief 

and Economic Security (CARES) Act Grants, please visit: https://www.eac.gov/payments-and-

grants/2020-cares-act-grants
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